
 

Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare)                            March 3, 2019 

   

THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF  
SAINT BASIL THE GREAT 

 

A Parish of the Eparchy of Saint Josaphat in Parma 
 

HOLY CROSS 
 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

Transfiguration Catholic Church 
306 N. Pines Road, Blythewood, SC 29016 

 
Website: 

colabyzcatholic.weebly.com 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 

 

Confessions Until 4:40 PM 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 
5:00 PM – Vespers & Catechism 

DORMITION  
OF THE  

MOTHER OF GOD 
 

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

St. Rafka Maronite Catholic Church 
1215 SC-14, Greer, SC 29650 

 
Website: 

dormition.weebly.com 
 

Sunday, March 31 
5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 

 

Confessions Until 4:40 PM 

Saturdays 
5:00 PM – Vespers 

 

Sundays   
11:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

 

1400 Suther Road 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28213 

Email: 
stbasilcharlotte@gmail.com 

Mission Communities:  

Other Feast Days 
(As Announced) 

 

6:00 PM – Vespers 
7:00 PM – Divine Liturgy  

 

Confessions  
 

Sundays  
Before Divine Liturgy  

Until 10:40 AM 

Telephone: 
980-785-2764 Website: 

stbasil.weebly.com 
Services : 

Glory to  Jesus Christ !  Glory Forever!  



; 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Father  
Joseph Matlak 

Telephone 
980-785-2764 

Email 
frjosephmatlak@ 
gmail.com 

Deacon 
Matthew Hanes 

 

DEACON 

FEASTS & READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 

THURSDAY 
Holy Priest-Martyrs & Bishop of Cherson  

Basil, Ephrem, Capiton, Eugene, Etherius et al. 
Blessed Leonid Fedorov 

 
Isaiah 2:11-21 

Genesis 2:4-19; Proverbs 3:1-19 
 

FRIDAY 
Venerable Father & Confessor Theophilactus 

 
Isaiah 3:1-14 

Genesis 2:20-3:20; Proverbs 3:19-34 
Isaiah 43:9-14; Wisdom 3:1-9; Wisdom 5:15-6:3 

 

SATURDAY 
Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste 

Great Martyr Theodore The Recruit 
 

Hebrews 12:1-10 
Matthew 20:1-16  

 
Next Sunday 

 

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 
Tone 1 

 

Holy Martyr Codratus & Those With Him 
 

Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-40; 12:1-2  
John 1:43-51  

This Sunday 
 

SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS 
(Cheesefare) 

Tone 8 
 

Holy Martyrs Eutropius  
& His Companions Cleonicus & Basiliscus 

 
Romans 13:11-14:4  

Matthew 6:14-21 
 

 
MONDAY 

Venerable Father Gerasimus of the Jordan 
 

Isaiah 1:1-20 
Genesis 1:1-13; Proverbs 1:1-20  

 
TUESDAY 

Holy Martyr Conon 

Isaiah 1:19-2:3 
Genesis 1:14-23; Proverbs 1:20-33 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Holy Forty-Two Martyrs of Ammorium 

Isaiah 2:3-11 
Genesis 1:24-2:3; Proverbs 2:1-22 



; 

 

 

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
Wednesday, 7:00 PM 

 

Confessions Available Beforehand  

Because the Divine Liturgy is by its very nature a 
festive, triumphant celebration, the “Banquet of 
Christ,” the ancient discipline of the Church came to regard it as being out of harmony with the 
penitential climate of the Great Fast. Yet, in order to provide the faithful with the Holy Eucharist, 
the "food of immortality", which sustains our Lenten efforts, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
came to be used from very early times. 
 

We officially hear about it in the canons of the seventh century, which obviously indicates its 
development at a much earlier date. It traditionally considered to be the work of the sixth-century 
pope, Saint Gregory the Great of Rome. The present service, however, is obviously the inspired 
liturgical creation of Christian Byzantium. 
 

The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is an evening service. It is the solemn Lenten Vespers with 
the administration of Holy Communion added to it. There is no consecration of the Eucharistic 
gifts at the Presanctified Liturgy. Holy Communion is given from the Eucharistic Gifts sanctified 
on the previous Sunday at the celebration of the Divine Liturgy (unless, of course, the feast of the 
Annunciation should intervene); hence its name of “Presanctified.” 
 

The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is traditionally served on Wednesday and Friday evenings 
of the Great Fast, although some churches may celebrate it only on one of these days. It 
traditionally comes in the evening after a day of spiritual preparation and abstinence. 
 

During the psalms of Vespers, the Presanctified Gifts are prepared for Holy Communion. They are 
transferred from the Holy Table where they have been reserved since the Divine Liturgy, and are 
placed on the Prothesis Table. After the evening hymn, the Old Testament scriptures of Genesis 
and Proverbs are read, between which the celebrant blesses the kneeling congregation with a 
lighted candle, indicating that Christ gives all wisdom in His Church through the Scriptures and 
Sacraments. 
 

After the readings, Psalm 140 is solemnly sung once again with the offering of incense. Then, after 
the litanies of intercession, the Presanctified Eucharistic Gifts are brought to the altar in a solemn, 
silent procession. The song of the entrance calls the faithful to Holy Communion. 
 

After the litany and prayers, the Our Father is sung and the faithful receive Holy Communion to 
the chanting of the verse from Psalm 33: “Taste and see how good is the Lord.”  
 

The post-communion hymns are sung and the faithful depart with a prayer to God who “has 
brought us to these all-holy days for the cleansing of carnal passions,” that he will bless us “to 
fight the good fight, to accomplish the course of the fast, and to attain unto and to adore the holy 
resurrection” of Christ. 



; 

 

 

Sixth Excerpt  
From The 

Pastoral Letter Of The Synod Of Bishops 
 

 

On Responsibility For 
The Proclamation Of The Word Of God 

And Catechesis 

The Parish Community 
 

We address all the faithful of our Church, for indeed, all members of the church community are 
called to be transmitters of faith. The development of the parish, the Church and society depends 
on the conscientious fulfillment of this right and obligation by every Christian. A parish 
community ought to care for the spiritual-moral development of each of its members, and also to 
preach the Gospel to all people. The Parish community is to be the inspiration and motivation of 
catechesis, and the main source of its actualization. 

We, therefore, call upon you to nurture vocations to the religious life, to the priestly and 
catechetical ministry. Show an appreciation for those who preach the Word of God, lead others to 
encounter Christ, educate and guide others in the faith. Pray for them, show them your 
appreciation and support. 

Grow ever deeper in the knowledge of the Word of God; allow it to transform you. Read the 
Catechism of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, “Christ our Pascha,” in order to learn the 
truths of the faith and to live by them. Share the joy of meeting the Risen Christ and take active 
part in the community and prayer life of the parish. Bear witness to your faith in your personal, 
family, professional and social circles. Live every day with faith, prayer and good works. 

The Most Holy Theotokos is Mother and Disciple of Christ, who heard His Word and believed in 
Him, received Him and gave Him to the world. For us, she is the model of how to be followers of 
Christ and lead others to Him, so that in response to our faith witness people, who today call out, 
“We wish to see Jesus” (John 12:21) can recognize, accept Him, and live in unity with Him. 

May the Most Holy Theotokos lead us in the mission of listening to the Word of God and 
incarnating it into our daily lives, so that ever more profoundly we may know the teaching of 
Christ, grow in the faith and pass it on to others with joy and fervor. 



; 

 

 

Expulsion of Adam from Paradise 
Cheesefare 

As we begin the Great Fast, the Church reminds us of Adam’s expulsion from Paradise. God 
commanded Adam to fast (Gen. 2:16), but he did not obey. Because of their disobedience, Adam 
and Eve were cast out of Eden and lost the life of blessedness, knowledge of God, and communion 
with Him, for which they were created. Both they and their descendants became heirs of death and 
corruption. 

Let us consider the benefits of fasting, the consequences of disobedience, and recall our fallen 
state. Today we are invited to cleanse ourselves of evil through fasting and obedience to God. Our 
fasting should not be a negative thing, a mere abstention from certain foods. It is an opportunity 
to free ourselves from the sinful desires and urges of our fallen nature, and to nourish our souls 
with prayer, repentance, to participate in church services, and partake of the life-giving Mysteries 
of Christ. 

At Forgiveness Vespers we sing: “Let us begin the time of fasting in light, preparing ourselves for 
spiritual efforts. Let us purify our soul, let us purify our body. As we abstain from food, let us 
abstain from all passion and enjoy the virtues of the spirit....” 

IN ORDER TO HONOR THOSE OBSERVING THE GREAT FAST, 

PARISHIONERS ARE KINDLY ASKED NOT TO BRING FOOD CONTAINING  

MEAT OR DAIRY FROM TODAY UNTIL PASCHA. 
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