
 

Third Sunday of the Great Fast                    March 24, 2019 

   

THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF  
SAINT BASIL THE GREAT 

 

A Parish of the Eparchy of Saint Josaphat in Parma 
 

HOLY CROSS 
 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

Transfiguration Catholic Church 
306 N. Pines Road, Blythewood, SC 29016 

 
Website: 

colabyzcatholic.weebly.com 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 

 

Confessions Until 4:40 PM 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 
5:00 PM – Vespers & Catechism 

DORMITION  
OF THE  

MOTHER OF GOD 
 

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

St. Rafka Maronite Catholic Church 
1215 SC-14, Greer, SC 29650 

 
Website: 

dormition.weebly.com 
 

Sunday, March 31 
5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 

 

Confessions Until 4:40 PM 

Saturdays 
5:00 PM – Vespers 

 

Sundays   
11:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

 

1400 Suther Road 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28213 

Email: 
stbasilcharlotte@gmail.com 

Mission Communities:  

Other Feast Days 
(As Announced) 

 

6:00 PM – Vespers 
7:00 PM – Divine Liturgy  

 

Confessions  
 

Sundays  
Before Divine Liturgy  

Until 10:40 AM 

Telephone: 
980-785-2764 Website: 

stbasil.weebly.com 
Services : 

Glory to  Jesus Christ !  Glory Forever!  



; 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Father  
Joseph Matlak 

Telephone 
980-785-2764 

Email 
frjosephmatlak@ 
gmail.com 

Deacon 
Matthew Hanes 

 

DEACON 

FEASTS & READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 

THURSDAY 
Venerable Father Hilarion the New 
Holy Stephen the Wonderworker 

 
Isaiah 28:14-22 

Genesis 10:32-11:9; Proverbs 13:19-14:6 
 

FRIDAY 
Venerable Father Mark of Arethusa 

Deacon Cyril & Others, Martyrs 
 

Isaiah 29:13-23 
Genesis 12:1-7; Proverbs 14:15-26 

 

SATURDAY 
All Souls Saturday 

Venerable Father John Climacus 
 

Hebrews 6:9-12; 1 Corinthians 15:47-57 
Mark 7:31-37; John 5:24-30 

 
Next Sunday 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST 
Tone 4 

 

Veneration of St. John Climacus 
Venerable Father Hypatius of Gangra 

 
Hebrews 6:13-20; Ephesians 5:9-19 
Mark 9:17-31; Matthew 4:25-5:12 

This Sunday 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST 
Tone 3 

 

Veneration of the Holy Cross 
Fore-Feast of the Annunciation  

Venerable Father Zachary 
Holy Father Artemon of Seleucia in Pisidia 

 
Hebrews 4:14-5:6 

Mark 8:34-9:1 
 

MONDAY 
Annunciation to the Most Holy Theotokos 

Blessed Emil Kovch 
 

Hebrews 2:11-18 
Luke 1:24-38 

 
TUESDAY 

Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel 

Isaiah 25:1-9 
Genesis 9:8-17; Proverbs 12:8-22 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Holy Mother Matrona of Thessalonica 

Isaiah 26:21-27:9 
Genesis 9:18-10:1; Proverbs 12:23-13:10 



; 

 

 

 

In the services for this Sunday, the Holy Church glorifies the holy 
cross and the fruits of the death of the Savior on the cross. She will 
carry out the holy cross into the middle of the temple for veneration, 
and is why the Sunday is called the Veneration of the Cross. 

The purpose of instituting the Holy Cross in the service on the third 
Sunday will be revealed as a beautiful comparison by the Holy 
Church to the tree of life in paradise, the tree which sweetened the 
bitter waters of Marah, the tree with the canopy of leaves under 

whose shade tired travelers seeking the eternal promised land may find coolness and rest. Thus, 
the Holy Church offers the Holy Cross for spiritual reinforcement to those going through the 
ascetic effort of the fast, just as food, drink and rest serve as bodily reinforcement. This spiritual 
reinforcement is given as the representation of the love of God to man for whom the Son of God 
turned Himself over to death on the cross. It is especially necessary in the middle of our effort 
because now our ascetic efforts already have lost much of the freshness of its power and however 
yet cannot hopefully enliven itself for the near and successful ending of our ascetical effort. 
Having concentrated all that is the most severe and sorrowful in the worship services of the 
previous weeks, especially during the first, that may both frighten the sinner and apparently 
touch the hardest of human hearts, now in the middle of the large and difficult arena of the Holy 
Forty Day Fast the Holy Church offers the Holy Cross for great comfort and encouragement as 
needed for raising the flagging strength of those fasting. Wherefore nothing can both console, 
encourage, and inspire the fatigued, or perhaps even the Christian weakened in spirit so much as 
the presentation of the eternal divine love of the Savior who turned Himself over to the struggle 
on the cross for the sake of our salvation. 

For such a purpose the Holy Church offers the cross on the third Sunday of Great Lent from of 
old. Many hymns of praise for this Sunday were composed by Joseph and Theodore of the Studite 
Monastery. Everything in the worship service of this day: the most Holy Cross, solemnly carried 
from the altar to the middle of the temple, the singing of the stichera for venerating the cross, the 
Epistle, recounting the suffering of the Savior on the cross as the means of our reconcilement with 
God, the Gospel, reminding the Christian about everyone’s duty to bear their cross in life, 
following the Crucified One on the cross, - everything that promotes the deep stamp of the cross 
of Christ on the heart of the believer, as a sign of our salvation, as our mighty, God-given power, 
saving us on earth and opening to us the entrance to the high place of our fatherland, as the 
highest and more powerful reinforcement of believers among the ascetics of the Holy Forty Day 
Fast. If the Lord suffered on a cross for our sake then we also should practice asceticism 
unceasingly in fasting, prayer and other efforts of piety for His sake, discharging from ourselves 
and destroying in ourselves all that interferes with these efforts. With the aim of our greater 
enthusiasm for patience in efforts of piety, the Holy Church on the present day comfortably 
reminds us beforehand about coming nearer "to the light of the peaceful joy of Pascha", hymning, 
in the troparia of the canon, the holy cross and the suffering of the Savior on it, together with His 
joyful resurrection and inviting the faithful "with pure mouths" to sing "the song of joyfulness.” 

Third Sunday of the Great Fast 
Veneration of the Precious & Life-Giving Cross  



; 
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Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
Wednesday, 7:00 PM 

 

Confessions Available Beforehand  



; 

 

 

Last June, clergy and lay delegates of the Eparchy of St. Josaphat gathered for a convention 
entitled Planting Crosses: Evangelization and Mission in the USA. The conference focused on 
parish renewal and how to establish new missions in regions of the Eparchy where our Church 
has not yet been established. 
 

There is a desire in our Eparchy to continue our growth. However, in order to grow, our 
parishes need to learn how to move from “maintenance” to “mission” – by nurturing a culture that 
is missionary, by forming the faithful, and by welcoming others to join us. 
 

During the Convention, delegates developed specific proposals and directives for 
evangelization and mission activities in the life of our parishes and Eparchy. Now, during this 
Great Fast, the bishop has called for our parishes to meet and discuss these proposals and 
directives. 

 
The goal is to revitalize all of our parish communities through evangelization and outreach 

initiatives. We are called to awaken among the faithful the experience of hearing and responding 
to the Kerygma of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to inspire them to serve and discern their gifts and 
charisms, and to support mission activities in the local parishes, so that we may go forth and 
spread the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

ST. BASIL THE GREAT PARISH, CHARLOTTE WILL MEET ON SUNDAY, APRIL 7 
 
The session will be divided into two parts: 
 

• “Count Your Blessings” 
 

How do we already fulfill our mission of evangelization as individuals and as a 
parish community?  
 

• “Dare to Dream” 
 

Imagine what might be possible to better fulfill our mission as the Church in the area 
of evangelization & mission activities?  
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