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Sunday, March 31
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Confessions Until 4:40 PM
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FEASTS & READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
This Sunday
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
Tone 2
Saint Gregory Palamas
Venerable Father Alexius, Man of God
St. Patrick, Enlightener of Ireland
Hebrews 1:10-2:3
Mark 2:1-12
MONDAY
Holy Father Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem
Isaiah 8:13-9:7
Genesis 6:9-22; Proverbs 8:1-21
TUESDAY
Holy Martyrs Crysanthus & Daria
Isaiah 9:9-10:4
Genesis 7:1-5; Proverbs 8:32-9:11
WEDNESDAY
Venerable Fathers Martyred by the Saracens
at the Monastery of Saint Sabbas
Isaiah 10:12-20
Genesis 7:6-9; Proverbs 9:12-18

THURSDAY
Venerable Father & Confessor James,
Bishop of Catania
Isaiah 11:10-12:2
Genesis 7:11-8:3; Proverbs 10:1-22
FRIDAY
Holy Priest-Martyr Basil of Ancyra
Isaiah 13:2-13
Genesis 8:4-21; Proverbs 10:31-11:12
SATURDAY
All Souls Saturday
Holy Venerable-Martyr Nikon & His Disciples
Hebrews 10:32-38; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17
Mark 2:14-17; John 5:24-30
Next Sunday
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
Tone 3
Fore-Feast of the Annunciation
to the Most Holy Theotokos
Hebrews 4:14-5:6
Mark 8:34-9:1

;

Second Sunday of the Great Fast
Commemoration of St. Gregory Palamas
The Holy Church calls the second Sunday of Great
Lent the Sunday of the light creating fasts. In its
Divine services, in line with the destruction of the
sinful condition of man, it is descriptively and
touchingly represented in the church hymns, which
explains the Gospel parable about the Prodigal son,
and praises the fast as a means to the beneficial inner
light, and posits in this glorification a new impulse
for the ascetic effort of the fast. The Orthodox
teaching about fasting as a means for the beneficial
inner light is opened with special power in the
commemoration on this Sunday of St. Gregory
Palamas,
Archbishop
of
Thessalonica
and
Wonderworker. St.. Gregory is known as the one
who exposed the heresy of Barlaam, the Calabrian
monk, who rejected the Orthodox teaching about the
blessed light, which illuminates the internal person
sometimes openly visible (as for example on Tabor and Sinai), and who did not admit the
possibility to achieve this inner light through both prayer and fasting and other individual
efforts). At the Council in Constantinople called in 1341 concerning this heresy Barlaam, his
disciple Akindynos, and their other accomplices were condemned for this false teaching. And
during the subsequent time of his life St. Gregory zealously struggled for Orthodoxy, "not once",
but "many times many" through his inspired speeches and writings denying the teachings and
compositions of the evil followers of Akindynos and Barlaam. For this ascetic effort for the
benefit of the Holy Church, and also for the confession and witness for the faith and Christ's
flock, for the sanctity of the strict ascetic life and the deep edification for all ascetics through his
works, St. Gregory is also glorified in the service on this day by the Holy Church.
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Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Wednesday, 7:00 PM
Confessions Available Beforehand
Because the Divine Liturgy is by its very nature a
festive, triumphant celebration, the “Banquet of
Christ,” the ancient discipline of the Church came to regard it as being out of harmony with the
penitential climate of the Great Fast. Yet, in order to provide the faithful with the Holy Eucharist,
the "food of immortality", which sustains our Lenten efforts, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
came to be used from very early times.
We officially hear about it in the canons of the seventh century, which obviously indicates its
development at a much earlier date. It traditionally considered to be the work of the sixth-century
pope, Saint Gregory the Great of Rome. The present service, however, is obviously the inspired
liturgical creation of Christian Byzantium.
The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is an evening service. It is the solemn Lenten Vespers with
the administration of Holy Communion added to it. There is no consecration of the Eucharistic
gifts at the Presanctified Liturgy. Holy Communion is given from the Eucharistic Gifts sanctified
on the previous Sunday at the celebration of the Divine Liturgy (unless, of course, the feast of the
Annunciation should intervene); hence its name of “Presanctified.”
The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is traditionally served on Wednesday and Friday evenings
of the Great Fast, although some churches may celebrate it only on one of these days. It
traditionally comes in the evening after a day of spiritual preparation and abstinence.
During the psalms of Vespers, the Presanctified Gifts are prepared for Holy Communion. They are
transferred from the Holy Table where they have been reserved since the Divine Liturgy, and are
placed on the Prothesis Table. After the evening hymn, the Old Testament scriptures of Genesis
and Proverbs are read, between which the celebrant blesses the kneeling congregation with a
lighted candle, indicating that Christ gives all wisdom in His Church through the Scriptures and
Sacraments.
After the readings, Psalm 140 is solemnly sung once again with the offering of incense. Then, after
the litanies of intercession, the Presanctified Eucharistic Gifts are brought to the altar in a solemn,
silent procession. The song of the entrance calls the faithful to Holy Communion.
After the litany and prayers, the Our Father is sung and the faithful receive Holy Communion to
the chanting of the verse from Psalm 33: “Taste and see how good is the Lord.”
The post-communion hymns are sung and the faithful depart with a prayer to God who “has
brought us to these all-holy days for the cleansing of carnal passions,” that he will bless us “to
fight the good fight, to accomplish the course of the fast, and to attain unto and to adore the holy
resurrection” of Christ.

;

Last June, clergy and lay delegates of the Eparchy of St. Josaphat gathered for a convention
entitled Planting Crosses: Evangelization and Mission in the USA. The conference focused on
parish renewal and how to establish new missions in regions of the Eparchy where our Church
has not yet been established.
There is a desire in our Eparchy to continue our growth. However, in order to grow, our
parishes need to learn how to move from “maintenance” to “mission” – by nurturing a culture that
is missionary, by forming the faithful, and by welcoming others to join us.
During the Convention, delegates developed specific proposals and directives for
evangelization and mission activities in the life of our parishes and Eparchy. Now, during this
Great Fast, the bishop has called for our parishes to meet and discuss these proposals and
directives.
The goal is to revitalize all of our parish communities through evangelization and outreach
initiatives. We are called to awaken among the faithful the experience of hearing and responding
to the Kerygma of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to inspire them to serve and discern their gifts and
charisms, and to support mission activities in the local parishes, so that we may go forth and
spread the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ.
ST. BASIL THE GREAT PARISH, CHARLOTTE WILL MEET ON SUNDAY, APRIL 7
The session will be divided into two parts:
•

“Count Your Blessings”
How do we already fulfill our mission of evangelization as individuals and as a
parish community?

•

“Dare to Dream”
Imagine what might be possible to better fulfill our mission as the Church in the area
of evangelization & mission activities?
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Priestly Ordination

Of Deacon Kevin Bezner
This past week, it was announced that
His Excellency, Bishop Bohdan will
ordain Deacon Kevin Bezner to the
Priesthood at our parish. Please keep
him and Diaconissa Ann in prayer.
Date: Sunday, June 16, 2019
Time: 2:00 PM

Patri arch’s Appeal to Youth & Young Adults (Ages 16-29)
Patriarch Sviatoslav is asking you for your thoughts and comments on these issues:
- How do you see your membership and participation in the life of our Church?
- What good do you see in her?
- Why do you want to be a part of her?
- What do you expect from her?
The survey is available at the following link (available only until March 31):
https://goo.gl/forms/2EF3oyW2ZiVxBB362
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